Summary sheet
Date of interview: 22nd June 2011
Place of interview: Hermitage Moorings 
Name of interviewer: Rufus Moore and Alan Ball
Name of interviewee: Bruce Pope
	Time
	Subject discussed

	0:00
	Intro

	0.26
	First recollections of Wapping; definitions of exactly what Wapping is; Polish and Hungarian refugees in St George’s in the East hospital after WW2

	1.32
	King Edward Park, paddling pool/swimming

	1.55
	Catholic/Protestant rivalry in Wapping; Irishness of Wapping, whereas Limehouse mainly Protestant

	2.52
	Air vents in Rotherhithe Tunnel used to give access to the park

	4.03
	Ratcliffe Place; Queen visited, Naval history

	4.29
	Caspals? pub – area looks Dickensian

	5.10
	Hopping during school holidays

	8.40
	Rhodeswell Rd, Limehouse

	8.55
	Stepney prefab.  Describes different shapes/types of prefabs, and where they were

	9.58
	East End after the war, “just a debris”

	10.24
	Bonfire night – using old wood from bombed-out houses

	11.00
	Barrage balloon

	11.41
	Air raid sireens

	12.07
	Evacuated

	12.27
	Uncle George’s communal bath

	12.55
	School

	14.36
	First job – Gordon’s Gin

	15.30
	PLA messenger job

	18.11
	Casual dock work

	18.23
	Work for Fred Olsen – fruit shipping magnate; work at Canary Wharf unloading Canary Island produce

	19.08
	Could see the docks were going to close, so a lot of people did the Knowledge

	20.15
	St Katharine’s as a working dock

	20.56
	Deviling/bomping, dock labour systems

	22.53
	Drinking and dancing; different places he used to go

	24.54
	Town of Ramsgate pub

	25.03
	St Patrick’s club

	25.42
	Kray twins as East End boys; east enders used to go to the West End to socialise. All the different typesof clubs that existed

	26.36
	Commercial Road as the “middle of road” where people from different areas met

	27.07
	Fairgrounds

	27.48
	foreign holidays

	28.14
	The docks and the employment system, hang your book up

	28.58
	Jersey potatoes

	29.28
	Leaving the docks

	29.41
	Fred Olsen 2

	30.30
	Dockers’ wages

	31.52
	Severance money all spent

	32.28
	Canary Islands produce

	33.57
	Cost of 11 pints of bitter

	34.04
	Charlie Browns/blue posts

	34.30
	5 pints at lunchtime

	35.04
	“Ready-made cafeteria”/pilfering

	35.25
	Holds of the ships

	36.40
	Ship On The Green/low-lying Wapping

	37.55
	Irish Wapping

	38.32
	Dock walls/pilfering was easier when the docks were not enclosed.  Drawing in Town of Ramsgate showing walls of enclosed dock

	39.55
	Wapping gentrification

	40.02
	Metropolitan Wharf – Bruce’s friend Dave O’Callaghan owned it

	40.32
	“Wappolian” – jocular name for someone from Wapping

	41.43
	Peter Duggan

	42.17
	1975/6 gentrification started to happen

	44.22
	public baths

	45.48
	Swimming in the Thames

	45.57
	Thames stairways/steps

	46.19
	The Grapes pub – locking the access to the stairs down to the foreshore

	48.02
	Meeting Pat McLoughlin

	48.58
	Three Swedish Crowns

	49.59
	Writing “To All Cockneys Leaving”, and being inspired by (Jacob) Bronowski

	51.15
	National Front

	51.42
	Bruce’s poem “To All Cockneys Leaving”


